STANDING ORDER NO. L&0/47/2024

PROCEDURE REGARDING PROCEEDINGS UNDER SECTION
194 OF BNSS -2023 DISPOSAL OF UNCLAIMED DEAD-BODIES

INTRODUCTION -

1.

All cases in which police hold an inquest under section 194 of the
BNSS, the dead bodies are usually sent for post mortem examination

in order to rule out any possibility of crime/foul play in the death
case.

The attention of all investigation officers is, therefore, invited to Sec
194 (2) & (3) of BNSS and Punjab Police Rules 25.36 under which
discretion has been given to dispense with the post-mortem of the
body, if the investigation officer is fully satisfied that the cause of
death is established beyond any doubt. Instructions contained in PPR
25.37 and 25.39 will be strictly observed by the investigation officer
while sending dead bodies for post mortem examination.

In all cases where death appears to have been due to homicidal,
accidental, suspicious causes or cases in which prosecutions have to
be launched or where suspicion exists that the death was either due
to suicide or to an act rendering perpetrator thereof liable to a
criminal charge, body must be sent to the medical authorities for
conducting post-mortem.

In cases where cause of death has been established to the entire
satisfaction of the investigation officer beyond any doubt, the post-
mortem examination may be dispensed with. However, prior
permission of Sub-Divisional ACP should be obtained for dispensing
off the post-mortem examination in such cases. .

As the Unclaimed dead bodies (which are not to be subjected to post
mortem examination) can be usefully employed in the anatomy
departments of Medical Colleges for dissection purposes, these may
be sent to the Hospitals/Medical Institutions i.e., Lady Harding
Medical College, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, G.T.B.
Hospital, Shahdara, Maulana Azad Medical College etc. in



consultation with the Autopsy Surgeon. The police may provide
required assistance in this regard as per due procedure of law.

GENERAL STEPS TO BE TAKEN BY THE INVESTIGATION OFFICER IN
CASE OF RECOVERY OF AN UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODY

In the event of recovery of an unidentified dead body, the following
steps will be taken by the Investigation Officer:

1. An, entry in Daily Diary should be lodged at the Police Station or
Police Post as soon as the information is received and the SHO /ACP
be informed immediately.

2. The scene of crime shall be visited by the SHO/ACP.

3. Enquiries will be made at the place of recovery of the unidentified
dead body regarding the circumstances under which the body was
recovered.

4. In important and emergent cases of death, Forensic Experts
(CFSL/FSL/Forensic consultant allocated to the districts/Unit) can
be called by the investigation Officers provided they have useful/clues
available at the scene and have guarded them properly till the arrival
of expert. -

5. The dead body will be photographed from different angles. Care
should be taken to ensure that the face and identifying marks are
captured clearly in the photographs. Photographs must be of high-
quality taken on a superior quality digital camera. Where possible, a
private photographer be engaged so that high-quality photographs are
taken which are lucid and clear when transmitted to computer etc.

6. When the dead body sent for autopsy to ascertain the cause of death,
duration since death, age etc. if needed, doctor/ medico expert be
requested to preserve limb of the deceased for DNA purposes. The
unidentified dead body shall be taken to the nearest hospital for
examination by the doctor and it shall be shifted to the morgue only
after the doctor declares the person as dead. However, this would not
be required in case of recovery of a decomposed dead body.

7. Form (No. 25.35(a)/(b)/(c) PPR (Annexure A, B & C respectively)
whichever appropriate should be carefully filled up in detail.

8. A site plan of the place of finding dead body be prepared and articles
found around it should be shown therein. :



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

The search slip of the deceased will be prepared and sent to the
Finger Print Bureau to ascertain the identity of the deceased from
records of FPB. Even if the skin is contracted or wrinkled due to
decomposition, the search slip should be prepared and the doctor be
requested to remove the skin. All the 10 digits should be sent to the
Finger Print Bureau.

Police Officers forwarding dead bodies to autopsy surgeon for post
mortem examination must send their reports together with all
relevant documents without which post-mortem examination will not
be possible.

The police reports and documents referred to in para-No.8 above shall
include the following and it shall be the personal responsibility of the
police officer sending dead bodies for post-mortem examination and
also that of the Supervising Officer specified in the following Para to
ensure that these reports and documents are complete in all respects,
and are properly written and delivered in mortuary.

INJURY REPORT: This report shall be duly filled ‘up by the
investigation officer in form PPR 25.39(1) (Annexure D).

HOSPITAL REPORT: This report is needed in case the victim after
receiving injuries is admitted in a hospital and subsequently
succumbed to injuries there. It shall include a short history of the
case as recorded by the Hospital authorities including diagnosis,
treatment and apparent cause of death of the patient. This report
shall be duly signed by the hospital authorities.

Investigation officer sending dead bodies to the medical institutes for
post-mortem examination shall get the papers forwarded by their
respective SHOs. If the SHO is not readily available the reports shall
be forwarded by Inspector Investigation/Insp. Law and Order.

While sending dead bodies to mortuary for post-mortem examination,
the concerned investigation officer shall mention their full name in
block letters underneath his signature and also ensure that the seal
of the officer or police station from which such a dead body has been
referred for post-mortem examination exists on the inquest report
papers accompanying the dead body.

The dead body shall be sent to the mortuary under the escort of at
least 1 police officer who shall remain in charge of the dead body in
the mortuary till all the post mortem examination have been
performed and dead body has been handed over to its claimants or
otherwise disposed off.



15.
16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Wireless Messages shall be flashed to all SHOS, ACsP and DCsP in
Delhi and to all District SSsP in India.

Hue and cry notices with the photograph of the deceased will be
distributed.

Wide publicity should be given' through the electronic and print
media. SCRB and NCRB shall also be informed about the recovery of
UIDB.

The fingerprints of Unidentified Dead Body (UIDB) may be run on
AFPIS/NAFIS Finger Print Data for positive identification.

Declaration of suitable reward for anyone who aids in identifying the
dead body in deserving cases should be declared.

The clothes, ornaments and other articles found on the deceased
shall be preserved. Any birth mark, scar, tattoo mark, Dhobi/Tailor
Mark on the clothing, deformity on the body, etc., shall be clearly
recorded. '

All the articles found on the body and around shall be taken into
possession as pieces of evidence through proper seizure memo, shall
be recorded through any audio-video electronic means preferably
mobile phone and the police officer shall without delay forward such
recording to the District Magistrate, Sub-divisional Magistrate or .
Judicial Magistrate of the first class.

In cases of hanging, the mode and the height of point of suspension
shall be clearly recorded. Opinion of autopsy doctor on the lead
bearing capacity of rope/cloth, etc. used for hanging be sought. Also,
the autopsy surgeon be asked to opine on the correspondence
between the ligature mark and the ligature used.

In cases of drowning, the depth of water and presence of any foreign
matter sticking to the body shall be mentioned. Autopsy surgeon's
opinion be sought whether the drowning is forced, accidental or
suicidal.

In cases of poisoning, search for the container shall be made. Vomited

‘material, stool, nails, hair, etc. shall also be preserved and sent for

forensic analysis.

The District Missing Persons Unit (DMPU)/Missing persons
Squad(MPS) shall be informed to check if any person of similar
description is missing from any other police station. If so, his/her
relatives /acquaintances should be informed.



26.

27.

28.

29.

If the body bears injuries, the autopsy surgeon will be requested to
opine on the following:

a) The nature of injuries i.e. ante-mortem or post-mortem and
whether sufficient to cause death.

'b) Whether the injuries are homicidal, suicidal or accidental.

c) Whether the injuries are self-inflicted or otherwise.
d) Other queries can be added as per requirement in the
investigation of the case.

Keeping in view the autopsy report and the circumstances of the case,
the ACP, SHO and 1.0. should examine whether it is a case of
homicidal, suicidal, accidental or natural death.

If it is a case of cognizable offence, a case should be registered
forthwith under the appropriate sections of law and taken up for
investigation.

If the deceased is identified, his/her relatives and acquaintances shall
be contacted to find out the possible reasons for the death.

PRESERVATION OF DEAD BODY

d)

As a general rule in case of a UIDB, the IO concerned can make a
request for the preservation of the dead body for a maximum period of
72 hours only. However, exceptions may be made to the said general
rule in the following circumstances:-

When the dead body is identified within 72 hours of its recovery and
the family members/relatives of the deceased are living at some
distant place. Then, on the request of family members, subject to the
opinion of the Autopsy Surgeon, dead body can be got preserved for
such duration as suggested by the Autopsy Surgeon.

In‘ cases of mass casualties like natural calamities, train/air craft
mishaps, and fire tragedies, where bodies are required to be preserved
for longer duration for identification through DNA matching.

‘In all cases not covered under (a) and (b) above, the requirement for

further preservation of a dead body, if any, should be assessed and
approved by the ACP concerned before being forwarded to the
concerned Medical Superintendent.

For extended preservation of a dead body for the reasons mentioned
at Sl. No. 1 (b) above, the IO shall put up a request, to be forwarded
for consideration of the Medical Superintendent, through ACP Sub-
Division concerned, as per the enclosed proforma (Annexure-G). The
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ACP Sub-Division shall, after assessing the requirement of time as
per the particular facts of the case, specify the period for which
extended preservation of the dead body is required along with
justification thereof. '

e) There may also be cases where further extension is required after the
period requested by the ACP Sub-Division gets over. All such requests
shall be forwarded to the Medical Superintendent concerned through
the DCP District only, along with proper justification.

ZIPNET (ZONAL INTEGRATED POLICE NETWORK) AND CCTNS

1. Delhi Police has developed a Web based computer application called
ZIPNET to maintain and share real time information on missing
persons, unidentified dead bodies and unidentified Persons Found.
Information on this program can also be accéssed by the Public
through Internet.

2. The record of, each unidentified dead body shall be updated on this
ZIPNET program at police station. It will be the responsibility of 1.O.
to ensure that besides making efforts towards tracing/linking the
UIDB as well as maintaining an up- to-date file in every case of
unidentified dead body or unidentified person found and ensure that
further progress is also up-loaded on the ZIPNET computer program.
The SHO and Inspector/ Investigation of the police station shall
ensure that the computerized record of unidentified dead bodies and
unidentified persons found/missing persons traced form
(Annexure-'E') is maintained up-to-date and is available for scrutiny
by supervisory officers.

3. Entries related to Unidentified dead body shall be made in the
relevant module of CCTNS also. IO should ensure that all the
information is entered correctly without undue delay.

4. Functionality of FRS search of image to be provided with Unidentified
Dead Body (UIDB) Database for easy search of suspected Missing
Person /UIDB.

REGISTER OF UNIDENTIFIED DEAD BODIES

- A separate register of unidentified dead bodies shall be maintained at
each police station as per (Annexure-'F'). The SHOs and ACSP shall
scrutinize this register frequently and ensure that all requisite steps to
identify the body have been taken. Whenever required, they shall initiate
further legal action as per circumstances of the case. :



DISPOSAL OF DEAD BODY WITH DUE DIGNITY

A UIDB should be transported/cremated with due dignity. The
services of hearse van available at districts or private ambulance should
be taken for transportation of dead body to hospitals or crematoriums.
Police Stations must be provided with sufficient number of dead body
Covers and same should be utilized by IOs while attending a UIDB.
Expenses incurred by the I0s during the process of investigation should
be reimbursed without delay.

CO OPERATION FROM PUBLIC

1. Help of members of Eyes & Ears Scheme should be sought in
identifying the deceased. Cooperation of members of the Residents
Welfare Associations, active Mode and other public spirited persons in
the area should also be enlisted in these efforts.

2. Various social - media platforms such as
Twitter /Instagram /Facebook/ Whatsapp etc. may be used for
identification of the unidentified dead bodies.

SUPERSESSION CLAUSE

This Standing Order supersedes the previous Standing Order No.
L&0/47/2022 issued vide No. 51501-51650/Record Branch/PHQ dated
15.06.2022 and circular No. 06/2023 issued vide No. 901-1050/Record
Branch/PHQ dated 05.06.2024. It shall come into force w.e.f. 01.07.2024.

' DISCLAIMER
It is made clear that this Standing Order is ex%nsively for internal
smooth functioning of Police Department. . .
e
(SANJAY ARORA)
COMMISSIONER OF POLICE:
DELHI

No. 44—§)r4®o/Record Branch/PHQ, dated Delhi the 16 l (:H 3/4‘ \

Copy forwarded to:-

All Special Commissioners of Police, Delhi.

All Joint Commissioners of Police, Delhi including Jt. Director, Delhi
Police Academy, Delhi/New Delhi.

All Additional Commissioners of Police, Delhi.

OSD to CP, Delhi.
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All Deputy Commissioner of Police, Distt./Units including PHQ, CP
Sectt., FRRO and Deputy Director/Delhi Police Academy, Delhi/New
Delhi. .

DCP/HQ-IV(PHQ) with the direction to upload the Standing Orders in
Intra DP Net.

LA to CP & FA to CP, Delhi.

All ACsP/Insprs./PHQ.

PS/Reader to CP, Delhi.

HAR/PHQ.

Inspr. Knowledge Centre/PHQ.



ANNEXURE-A
Police Department Form No. 25.35(1)A

_ e DiSHCE
Death-Report-Sudden Death From Natural Causes

Death Report No. Police Station

Dated

1. Name of place where death’occurred.

2 Distance and direction from the Police Station in whose jurisdiction itis

3. Date and hour of discovery of the death

4. Name, parentages and residence of two or more persons who identify the dead body as that of
‘the deceased person/persons named in this report.

(Note-Relative of deceased or two respectable witnesses name to identification should be obtained,
if possible). '

Name of deceased, parentage, castes, residence, condition in life.
Age and sex

Condition of clothes, ornaments as not indicating as unnatural death
Position of the limbs, eyes and mouth.
Expression of the countenance

0. Injuries or marks of violence the body may have received “Wounds and bruises” position, length
and breadth.

11. Blood, liquid or clotted, where it is caused from and to what amount.

12. In what manner, or by what weapon or instruments such marks of injuries or of violence appear
to have been inflicted.

13. Is the body well nourished or vigorous, or emaciated and weak?
14. Apparent cause of death.

15. Any sign of death having been caused by violence or poison or any rumours of such being the
case?

ROENOY

16. Descripﬁon of each article of clothing, ornaments, covering, weapons etc found on or near the
" body.

17. Sketch of the scene of death.
18. Brief history of the case.

Signature of Investigating officer

Signature of two or more respectable inhabitants present during investigation

Names
Rank
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| ANNEXURE- B
. DEATH REPORT-UNNATURAL DEATH BY VIOLENCE

DEATH REPORT-UNNATURAL DEATH BY VIOLEELE

Death Report No. Police Station.......- SPRPPON coane

Particulars relating to the case, in addition to those given in Form No. 25.35B

. Name of place where death occurred or
where body was found (state which).

. Distance and direction from the police
* station in whose jurisdiction it is.

. Date and hour of discovery of the death.

. Name, parentage and residence of two or
more persons who identify the body as the
of the deceased was deceased persons
named in report.

. Name of deceased, parentage, castes,
residence condition in life
. Age and Sex.

. Condition of clothes, ornaments and marks
of either having been forcibly removed of
being stained with blood or other matter.
Note:- If the Civil Surgeon or other
Medical Officer is expected to attend to
examine the body, this information should
. be filled in so far as can be seen and
without touching or removing any clothes,
and in such case in should be completed
after he has finished his examination of the
‘body.

8. Position of the limbs, eyes and mouth.
9. Expression of the countenance.
10.Injuries or marks of violence the body may
have received “wounds and bruises” show,
position, length and breadth.

Note:- Depth, be careful, not to probe
wound if the Civil Surgeon of other
" Medical Officer be expected to attend to
examine the body, this information should
be filled in after he has completed his
examination.

11.Blood Liquid or clotted? Where oozed

]



from and to what amount?

12.In what manner or by what weapon Of
instrument, such marks or injuries or of
violence appear to have been committed.

13. Was there any rope or other article around
the neck, or any mark of ligature on the

- neck?

14.Had such rope or article apparently been
used to produce strangulation, and, if the
body had been suspended, by it could it
probably have supported the body?

15. Were there any foreign matters, such as
weeds, straw in the hair or clenched in the
hand of the deceased, or attached to part of
the body?

16. Is the body will nourished and vigorous or
emaciated and feeble?

17.1s it stout, thin or decomposed?

18. Height by measuring from head to feet?

19. Distinguishing  marks- position  and
appearance of moles, scares

20. Apparent cause of death.

21.Are there any circumstances, or rumors

rending to show that deceased killed
himself?

Description of each article found on-or near
body. Description of each article found on
bpdy.(to be labeled and sealed)

Sketch plan of the place where
body was found

i

IR
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ANNEXURE-C
DEATH REPORT-UNNATURAL DEATH BY I’OISONING
Death Report No. | Police Station..veeeerearceracnen

Particulars relating to the case, in addition to those given in Form No. 25.35B

1. Was deceased in good health previous
to the attack?

2. If not in the good health, what was he

suffering from?

What medicines was he taking?

What did the last meal consist of?

. What was the interval between the last
meal and the commencement of the
symptoms?

6. What did the deceased last eat or drink

 before the commencement of the

symptoms?

7. What was the interval between the very
last time, he ate or drank and the
commencement of the symptoms?

8. What were the first symptoms?

9. Was he thirsty?

10. Dis he became faint?

11.Dis he complain of headache or
giddiness?

12.Did he appear to have lost the use of
his limbs?

13.Did he sleep in deep?

14.Was he at any time insensible?

15. Did convulsions occur?

16.Did he complain of any peculiar taste
in his mouth?

17.Dis the notice any peculiar taste in his
food or drink?

18.Was he sensible in the intervals

. between the convulsions?

19.Did he complain of burning or tingling

in the mouth and throat of numbness
"and tingling in limbs.
20. Was there Vomiting?

o sw




21. Was there purging?

22. Was there stomached?

23, Mention any other symptoms?

24, Had the deceased over suffered
previously from a similar attack?

25.Had many other persons took of the
meal of food or drink by which the
deceased is supposed to have been
poison?

26. How many were affected by it and in
what way?

.27. Did the deceased move from the place
where the first symptoms were noticed,
if so, how far? :

Signature of two or more respectable

inhabitants of the place present at the
investigation

Standard Form

Signature of the investigating
officer conducting the inquest.

Name and Rank of the the Officer
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ANNEXURE- D

IDENTIFIED PERSON FORM

DIStrict covvvivirricrecesieiirneeeneaenaes Police Station....c.ccveeerericrierniiaiieaiennienns
FIR/DD No. of Missing......ccoceenieaenne eeees Date of MiSSINg.cociniiracatiencniaraiannes
FIR/DD No. vide which traced....ccccceeeveivannanns Date of Tracing..ccocreevecennrecannnes
NAME....ccovviieciceniinnnns rereevneeaas S/0/DJOJW/[Ouertriiriansinsiciieniiinneaninnniens

A QOIS S tnureueneneraearenssasrsesresssearensesssssansssassestassstosssnsassasorsssitonisasassanenas
Telephone..... Sex{M/F/Third Gender)......D.0.B........ Age......... Height
(Cms])....

Religion.............

....................................................................................

Place-of Tracing

Place visited by Missed Person during missed period

1.
2.
3.
4.

Reason for leaving the house

ol all sl

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Forwarded by (ACP)......... teeeeesearesasseesosesisatiessrassaanesestissresa bt ateasassasats

\&






ANNEXURE D

.......................................................

..................................

(4 T - N O~ B

T 3T Y

-t

itquun ............... T e e T T ey T e e P T L R T LR LR SIS EEA AL AR b ads Vessarenvasansnana

T FAT FHAT (1 AT AT ).oovveoerecemreeneencecssnssasssnsesssssssesssssases veeresenans vereeefesnaneassrenes S

)
& 3w R s (an sl JET ) rereeresenesnesassssensanen veureereseeransasaesasssaeaasasees
BT ITTRT THAT(EL BT ) eovcmecerieersneeresinsermecsesesseesiscses e ssss s ssssbsss s e s st s sass s s s us s nsson

\9






ANNEXURE E

FORM NO. 25.39

POLICE DEPARTMENT

........... DISTRICT

FORM TO ACCOMPANY BODY OF INJURED PERSON SENT FOR MEDICAL EXAMINATION

Name of injured or deccascd person, parentage, caste,
residence and condition of life.

Sex and supposed age.

Report of Police Officer:-

.a)

b)

€)

Description of any injurics or marks of violence
received, wounds and bruises, position, length
and breadth.

Brief report by dispatching police officer stating
the manner in which the injurics or death is
supposed to have been caused. If by poison, the
poison suspected to have been used.

Date and hour it was administers , and date and
hour of commencement of symptoms, the date
and hour of death, and the nature and duration of
treatment adopted by the police or friends of the
deceased.

Brief report and opinion in simple language dictated by the
medical officer and followed by his initials:-

a) As to the means why which the injurics were
caused.

b} In the case of injuries, poisoning not causing
death, the extent or the injuries or sickness,
and in the latter case, the nature of the poison

- administered or suspected.

¢) In the case of death-

i Whether death by violence is

ascertained and cause of death and
ii. Whether death is suspected from
poisoning, the poison ascertained or
suspected.
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ANNEXURE F

S.No. | DD | 1.0 | Under | Sex | Place of Brief | Actiontaken | If Cause | Filed | Filed | Filed
No. Section | & | occurrence | Facts | for linked | of by by by
& Age identification | to Death | SHO | ACP | SDM
Date Missing
Report,
details
thereof
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

2)






Annexure-

Proforma for getting approval from the DCP[ACP concerned for the preservation of
Dead Body beyond 72 hours

Sr Details required to be mentioned
No.

DD:No./Date

PS

Time df call

Place, where the dead body found

Sex and Age

Brief Facts

Whether Crime Team was called at the spot?

.| Whether FSL Experts were called at the spot?

O|R|N|O P W=

Whether photographs/videography were taken
of the dead body? -

b
(@)

Whether any identification of dead body was
noticed, if yes, please details thereof-?

fuy
ok

Whether Finger Prints of the deceased were
taken-? '

12 Whether any persons who know about the
cause of death of deceased was found at the
spot, if yes, details of thereof-?

13 What evidences have been collected at the spot-
?

14 Spec1fy condition of dead body

15 Any specific reasons for the preservation of
dead body

16 Period .for which preservation of dead body is
required.

- Signature of 10
Name
PIS No.
SHO
ACP
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