OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE: DELHI.

No.	548	/PRO/PHQ 	dated Delhi, 	the 	 	01.09.2020.

To
			The Editor, 
			The Hindu,
			New Delhi.
		
Subject:	Rebuttal regarding “Why did police fail to prevent Delhi riots?” published in ‘The Hindu’ dated 28.08.2020 (by Soibam Rocky Singh). 
Sir,

Kindly refer to the aforesaid article published by your esteemed newspaper. At the outset, it must be pointed out that the ‘Investigative Brief’ of Amnesty International India carries various infirmities and shortcomings while dealing with such a sensitive issue. The investigation conducted by the Delhi Police into the various causes of riots has revealed that there was a well planned conspiracy of a certain section of individuals who were involved in instigating certain section of community to raise their banner of protest against the CAA and indulge in violent protests. 
The credibility of Amnesty International India is itself  highly questionable as it was found violating the provisions of Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) and CBI and ED are conducting investigations against the organization as per a news item which appeared on November 16, 2019 in the Economic Times. Moreover the report prepared by Amnesty International India is lopsided, biased against the police and has maliciously made out a case of human right violations.   
As regards handling of riots and subsequent legal action, the riots were contained and controlled within 36 hours. They were effectively prevented from spreading to other areas of Delhi. More than 750 FIRs have been registered and strict action as per law is being taken against the perpetrators of crime. Police is conducting their investigation in most professional and impartial manner. The arrests are being affected only after collection of adequate evidence during investigation. All the offences registered during riots are cognizable and there is no requirement of warrants for effecting arrests as wrongly suggested by the reporter. Furthermore, all the arrested persons have been produced before the Court of law within stipulated time, which also ensures that all the legal rights accrued  to the accused persons are honoured. All the legal procedures and provisions related to arrest are being followed meticulously. Courts have found sufficient evidence against them justifying their judicial custody.  The allegation that those arrested were asked to sign blank papers is without any basis and only a concocted story.
As regards the incident violating death of Faizan, a case of murder cum riot has been registered at Police Station Bhajanpura, Delhi on 28.02.2020. On 25.02.2020 at 0852 hrs. an information was received from GTB Hospital regarding admission of five individuals viz Faizan, Farhan, Kauser, Rafique and Wasim, who had sustained injuries during riots  due to stone pelting at 66 feet Road, Seelampur. The MLC of Faizan from GTB Hospital mentions alleged history of “PHYSICAL ASSAULT BY MOB NEAR KARDAMPURI AT AROUND 4 PM ON 24.02.2020 as stated by patient himself.” The MLC recorded injury on the forehead and legs. He was discharged after treatment and referred to Neuro Department for further consultations. 

During investigation it further emerged that of the above 5 (five) individuals Farhan, Kauser, Rafique and Wasim, who were taken to GTB Hospital on 24.02.2020 for treatment by the staff of Police Station Jyoti Nagar, Farhan and Kauser were kept under treatment by the GTB Hospital, whereas the other three namely Faizan, Rafique and Wasim were discharged after initial treatment. All the above 3 persons viz. Faizan, Rafique and Wasim were reluctant to go to their respective homes in view of the communal tension and rioting in the area. Accordingly, as per their own wish they were permitted to stay at Police Station Jyoti Nagar for their safety & security. 18 (eighteen) other persons of the Muslim Community, which included ladies and children, were also staying at Police Station Jyoti Nagar for their safety at the same time because of the prevailing communal tension in the area. 

On 24.02.2020, the parents of Wasim visited the Police Station and he was handed over safely to them, whereas parents of Faizan and Rafique visited Police Station Jyoti Nagar only on 25.02.2020 at late night. They too were handed over the custody of Faizan & Rafique respectively. No one was illegally detained in the police station.

During investigation, a witness categorically stated during examination that in view of the communal tension and rioting in the area, Faizan, Rafique and Wasim were reluctant to go to their respective homes after their discharge. He further stated that during their stay at Police Station Jyoti Nagar, they were never ill-treated/beaten by the Police Staff, rather the staff of Police Station Jyoti Nagar provided them proper food and other basic amenities on humanitarian grounds. During his examination, Wasim has also narrated similar facts.

As per the investigation, Faizan along with others was caught in a riotous situation and were rounded up at the spot by the police personnel on duty at the 66 feet road. The police personnel seen in the video assaulting the young boys and asking them to sing national anthem are being identified and legal action will be taken against them. Those who were detailed on duty, including those police personnel requisitioned from outside the district are being identified and examined. An Appeal has been made to all witnesses of the incidents, especially media persons, or others who have any information about the incidents to come forward and give the statements/video footage/picture in their possession at DCP office, North-East District, Seelampur, Delhi. The investigation of the case is in progress and bring monitored closely by supervisory officers
It is vehemently denied that there was any kind of impunity given to Delhi Police for violation of human rights. On the contrary, Delhi Police personnel suffered huge losses including death of one police personnel and injuries to over hundred policemen. An  officer of I.B. was also killed by a riotous mob.   
To conclude, the ‘Investigative Brief’ of Amnesty International, India has tried unsuccessfully to create a parallel narrative of the Delhi riots against the investigative truth arrived by the SIT and Special Cell of Delhi Police which is already under judicial scrutiny. Despite some valiant efforts by the detractors of Delhi Police and those who had morally and materially lent assistance to the conspirators, abettors and the participants of the riots, and the parallel narrative being projected by this report of Amnesty International, the accused of the riot cases have not been able to prove their innocence. On the contrary their role in organizing protests in the name of Anti CAA movement and further escalating the same into a full blown communal riot in Delhi in February 2020 is established during investigation beyond any reasonable doubt. In many of these cases, chargesheets have been filed and the law will take its own course. 
You are, therefore, requested to publish the rejoinder in your newspaper for the benefit of the readers.

Yours faithfully,


(Dr. Eish Singhal) IPS
                                                                  		Public Relation Officer
                                                            		Delhi Police, Delhi

