OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE: DELHI.
No.       509        /PRO/PHQ  dated  Delhi,  the  07.08.2020.

To
		The Editor, 
		The Times of India,
		Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, 
New Delhi 110002

		
Subject	: Rebuttal to an editorial published in The Times of India
 
Sir,
This is a rebuttal to editorial content captioned ‘Capital Aberration’ published in the Delhi edition of The Times of India on August 06, 2020.
The editorial is loaded with innuendos and insinuations of a kind which need to be rebutted, and for the record to be set straight. Although the piece begins on a rather unexceptionable and sombre note, referring to the 1984 riots, it is in the second para of the article that the author reveals its raison d'être – the examination of Prof Apoorvanand by the Delhi Police in connection with the February riots in North-East Delhi.  Stung by this development, and for some mysterious reason, the author rushes forth to castigate the investigating agency for spinning “a deceptive narrative”. It is difficult to comprehend how the lawful examination of a person is “absurd and self-defeating”. Delhi Police has not issued a press note on the reasons for summoning Prof. Apoorvanand, nor have any details of the examination been put in public domain. Why has the author jumped the gun? What has he based his article on? Surely, the author does not expect the investigating officer to seek guidance from the author as to whom to examine during the course of this investigation. Is he trying to pressurize the police into abstaining from its lawful duties? Questioning the rationale of calling a person to be examined in furtherance of an important investigation is nothing but a thinly-veiled, but doomed, attempt at influencing the investigation itself.  
The sub heading of the article claims that Delhi Police was shamed by the rioters – nothing could be farther from the truth. In fact, society as a whole was shamed and taken aback by the violence. Police, on its part, did what it was supposed to do, that is, to stretch every sinew to restore order and thereafter, to undertake meticulous investigation to bring the culprits to book - a process that is still continuing, albeit to the discomfort of some, as is apparent from the drift of the article. 
The author needs to understand that criminal jurisprudence treats the act of conspiring to commit a crime as “a distinct evil” from the crime itself. By deliberately inter-mixing several disparate discourses, like a skewed understanding of certain statutes duly enacted by the Parliament of the country, the Jamia Milia violence and an intra-departmental communication, the author has attempted to create a false narrative that if the police investigates the role of conspirators and masterminds of the violence, the actual rioters will be spared. Delhi Police would like to assure your readers that it is has the capability and the resolve to bring all those responsible for the riots to justice – and nothing bears out this intention more than the fact that over 750 cases have been registered and more than 1500 persons have already been arrested in connection with the riots.
The author’s claim that this investigation will curb dissent and imperil democracy is unfounded. The process of investigation of criminal cases in this country has a system of checks and balances embedded within. Supervision by senior officers, scrutiny of case documents and evidence collected by judicial courts during hearings for remand, bail etc., mandatory time-periods during which charge-sheets are to be filed and the recourse to various writs to protect the constitutional and legal rights of the accused persons are some of these safeguards. And the accused persons are making fulsome use of these provisions in the riot cases, as is evident from the almost daily hearings in some judicial forum or the other regarding these cases, where every step of the Investigating Officer is challenged legally and every attempt to seek / extend custody is opposed fiercely. This is the true spirit of democracy, embodying the supremacy of the rule of law and the principle of due process in practice, day in and day out. Democracy is neither protected by uttering homilies nor by penning hastily-put-together articles short on facts and expertise but replete with rhetoric and platitudes.
The article ends with the line – Police must stop chasing shadows. Delhi Police is confident of its investigation, which is being conducted in a fair and professional manner and is based solely on evidence. It involves not just chasing but also identifying and bringing to book those who hide amongst the shadows after having executed their diabolical plans. And in this endeavour, articles like the present one only strengthen and fortify the resolve of Delhi Police to spare no effort to peel away the cunningly spun web of lies and deception and expose the despicable truth which lies at the heart of this conspiracy.
It is requested that this rebuttal be carried in the op-ed page of the Delhi edition of The Times of India with equal prominence as the original editorial.
Yours faithfully,

(Dr. EISH SINGHAL) IPS
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